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Types of meningococcal vaccine 
 
Serogroup A, C, W, Y vaccine (MenACWY).  GLA uses MenACWY-D (Menactra).  The  Meningococcal 
polysaccharide vaccine (Menomune®) is no longer available in the United States. 
 
 The primary series is one dose in immunocompetent patients; a second dose two months later is 

given to patients with immune deficits.  For patients with ongoing risk, revaccination is 
recommended every 5 years. 

 
Serogroup B vaccine (MenB).  GLA uses the Bexsero MenB vaccine. 
 
 The primary series requires two doses, administered at least one month apart.  Revaccination is not 

required 
 
Coordination with other vaccines 
 
MenACWY and MenB vaccinations may be administered on the same day, but should be administered at 
different anatomical sites.     
 
Do not administer MenACWY-D (Menactra) concomitantly with Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine 
(PCV13). PCV13 should be administered first and MenACWY-D at least 4 weeks after completion of 
PCV13.        
 
Use of meningococcal vaccine in the military 
 
Meningococcal immunizations are given to military recruits within the first 2 weeks of training.  Between 
1981 and 2005 the less effective, polysaccharide vaccine was used.    
     
Who should receive MenACWY vaccination? 
 
Persons who need a single dose of serogroup A, C, W, Y vaccine (MenACWY) because of exposure risk 

 Travelers to certain areas, e.g., West Africa – the Sahel;  

 Certain college students and military recruits   

 Persons with occupational exposure (microbiology laboratory workers) 

 Men who have sex with men (Los Angeles County recommendation)         
 
Persons who need two doses of serogroup A, C, W, Y vaccine because of immunologic risk; vaccine is 
given at baseline and 2 months later.  

 Persons with anatomic or functional asplenia (e.g., sickle cell disease) 

 Persons with complement deficiencies and those with HIV 

 Persons receiving eculizumab (persons receiving eculizumab should also receive prophylactic 
penicillin) 

 



Revaccination for MenACWY with a single dose of MenACWY is recommended for those who remain at 
increased risk of serogroup A, C, W, Y meningococcal disease.     
 
Who should receive MenB vaccination? 
 
Persons who need two doses of serogroup B vaccine (MenB) because of exposure or immunological risk 

 Persons with occupational exposure (microbiology laboratory workers); vaccine is given at baseline 
and at least one month later. 

 Certain college students and military recruits   

 Persons with anatomic or functional asplenia (e.g., sickle cell disease) 

 Persons receiving eculizumab (persons receiving eculizumab should also receive prophylactic 
penicillin) 
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