
Antimicrobial Stewardship within the VA Healthcare System 
 

Antibiotic resistance remains a major threat to patients within the Veterans’ Health Administration 
(VHA).  However, the Antimicrobial Stewardship Taskforce (ASTF) and VA researchers and clinicians 
have been at the forefront of both tracking US antibiotic resistance rates and tackling resistance head-
on with antibiotic stewardship and infection control initiatives to turn the tide.  Recognizing its 
importance, the VHA Antimicrobial Stewardship Initiative began in mid-2010 with the goal of providing 
national guidance and resources for the implementation of antimicrobial stewardship programs (ASPs) 
at local VHA medical centers.  The initiative led to the publication of the VHA Directive 1031, which 
requires all VHA medical facilities to implement, maintain and annually evaluate ASPs. To learn more 
about the VHA Antimicrobial Stewardship Initiative efforts, see this recent publication: 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28118861  
 
A few highlights from VHA Antimicrobial Stewardship efforts include: 

 

• As of the 2015 survey, all VA medical centers reported having a defined physician and 
pharmacy stewardship champion and 92% had a written ASP policy and 69% provide an annual 
review of their ASP activities. 

• Over three-quarters of VA medical centers report their antibiotic use data into the CDC’s 
National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN) Antibiotic Use module, a program for tracking and 
benchmarking antibiotic use data. As early adopters, the VHA is currently one of the largest 
integrated healthcare system reporting data to NHSN.  

• National VHA antibiotic use and infection control data from 2007-2015 have shown a successful 
decrease in inpatient antibiotic use overall by 12% since implementation of the initiative and 
decreasing rates of C. difficile infections. 

 

National VHA Inpatient Antibiotic Use Before and After ASP Initiative 
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• A highly successful monthly ASP Webinar series is wrapping up its 7th year and hosts an average 
of 200 attendees per month. To access recordings and slides from past webinars organized by 
topic, use the following link: 
https://vaww.pbmnat.va.gov/sites/PBM/ASTF/SitePages/Education.aspx 

  

 
For more information, please visit the links below: 
 
CDC Antibiotic Resistance Solutions Initiative 
https://www.cdc.gov/drugresistance/solutions-initiative/index.html 
 
CDC U.S. Antibiotic Awareness Week 
https://www.cdc.gov/antibiotic-use/week/index.html 
 
VA Antimicrobial Stewardship Task Force (ASTF) Sharepoint 
https://vaww.pbmnat.va.gov/sites/PBM/ASTF/SitePages/Home.aspx 
 

The Antimicrobial Stewardship Task Force (ASTF) within the Department of Veterans Affairs has 
developed many helpful tools, treatment guidelines, and monthly educational webinars available to 
clinicians. Check it out today at the newly redesigned Sharepoint site listed at the end of this email. 
 
Also, check out a special CDC blog on Veterans’ Day about antibiotic stewardship in VHA from Dr. Kelly 
Echevarria, National Clinical Pharmacy Program Manager and Designated PBM Co-Lead of the National 
ASTF at the following link: https://blogs.cdc.gov/safehealthcare/ 
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